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 Rusty Stirrups Riding Club Newsletter
                                                 May 2009
View From the Grandstand
Last month I talked about safety and urged everyone to wear helmets when they ride. One of our members, Lynn Llewellyn, sent me an e mail as a “Letter to the Editor” about her experience. I asked Lynn if I could print it in the Poop Scoop and she gave me her permission.  Shortly thereafter, Patty Michalak took a fall, and also sent me a write up. She too, gave me permission to print it. Here are both letters……
Hi Geri,
 

Enjoyable newsletter.  I, too, am now a loyal helmet fan.  I could easily say I was never really hurt on a horse until this summer.  After my first bad "toss", I was on the ground in the fetal position hugging my helmet.  I was SO happy to have it on; it gave me a feeling of security as I lay there with injuries to my back that at least my head was safe.  After the second fall, I realized my brand-new helmet (replaced after the first fall) had possibly saved my life.......I was kicked in the face, and I think my helmet deflected the hoof from my temple area (which is still numb); I was back in the hospital with suspected MULTIPLE fractures from being kicked and stepped on; lucky me, only a wrist broken, and my head, although with some nerve damage to my scalp, was cut, but otherwise intact.  I suspect the helmet saved me from a skull or head injury. I now wear my helmet even when I lunge.  I tell myself it is to be ready to jump on and ride if I decide to do so.......but I really know that it makes me feel safer, especially on those cool, windy days when the possibilities of bucks and farts and kicks are high and there is always the chance of being just a little too close to the explosion!!If you think it would help to print any of this, please do so.......
Lynn

And from Patty….

Tales from the Dusty Bottoms Club! By Patty Michalak

If you haven’t heard, I took a pretty painful fall recently at a judged trail ride. I take the blame completely. If I had done a few things before I rode, I might have avoided the whole incident. I share my misfortune so you don’t end up in the Dusty Bottoms Club. The members of this club that are also members of the Rusty Stirrups probably have the same issue I do--- the ground is so much harder now than when we were younger!

The day started well.  It was a beautiful day-- I was heading to a JTR near Culpepper with some other Rusties. What could possibly go wrong??

We arrived and I found my trusty thoroughbred, Justin, a bit full of himself. My first mistake-- I should have lunged him a bit to get the freshness out. Second, I should have alerted my riding companions to stay close, or at least have one stay close, so Justin wouldn’t have felt like others were leaving him. But they weren’t-- they were using great etiquette and walking around, waiting on us and the rest of our group to gather. 

Third mistake-- I didn’t check my tack. Sure, I checked my girth, that’s like breathing, making sure it’s tight. What I didn’t do, is what everyone should do. Take a quick walk around your horse, just like you do your horse trailer. If I had, I would have seen my western stirrup holder thingee, (I think it’s called a blevin catch?) had moved up, and therefore my stirrup leather was in danger of coming apart, causing my stirrup to fall right off the saddle. 

Well, up I mounted. Justin did his usual lunge and jig around. I would have been fine, had I checked my tack. I hadn’t and BAM, the stirrup came right off! BAM! I lost my balance. BAM! Justin bucks and off I go. BAM! That hurt! 

Fourth mistake--I didn’t roll out of the way. We all need to learn how to fall properly. I know, most of the time, you can’t plan it-- you can’t think anything but, UH OH!.. I know better. I’ve fallen before. I was taught the emergency flying dismount as a child. Didn’t remember a thing. 

First, let go of the reins. You don’t need to pull the horse on top of you. He could easily step on you, you could hurt his mouth, or worse--get tangled in the reins. Let go. I didn’t, and guess who stepped on me?

Tuck and roll out of the way. Don’t stick your arm out to catch yourself; you’ll end up breaking a bone instead of breaking your fall. We are all taught the tuck and roll technique when we are in gym class as children. We fall a lot when we are kids, and that’s the first thing we learn. That’s why children riders often don’t get hurt, they instinctively do this. 

Don’t spring up, trying to get your horse. There are others around (or should be) to catch your horse. Lay there a moment, assess the damage. Catch your breath. Don’t even try to sit up for a moment. Give yourself time to do a self check, then ease yourself up into a sitting position. If something hurts, lay back down. Wait til someone is with you to help. Thank God and the Rusties for being with me. Cindie, Allyn, Paula, Tink and Pam were right there. One catching and untacking Justin, and everyone else trying to get me to a chair. 

I was hurt and ended up at the ER getting checked out. Turns out I was just battered and bruised. 

Bottom line, don’t make my mistakes. Take the edge off your horse, however you can. School ahead of time, do your homework at home, ride with a friend, do a tack check. 

Try not to join the Dusty Bottoms Club!!! It’s not near as fun as the Rusty Stirrups!
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I thank Lynn and Patty for sharing their stories. I’m sure there are tons more out there and lately, several members of our club experienced falls. This month I am one year past my fall and I know my helmet took a hard clunk on the ground as Timmy and I fell. 

Spring is here and we are doing more and more riding. More time in the saddle = more potential for bad things to happen, so once again, PLEASE wear the appropriate protective gear when you ride. 

On a happier note, the warm weather also signifies a dramatic increase in the number of opportunities to ride. This might be the year you step out of your comfort zone and do something different. Learn new skills, try another discipline, take that trail ride you have been contemplating….anything to spend more time with your horse and horse friends. I know I am riding more and there are lots of friends at our barn to play with. Although we are a multi-discipline barn, we all ride together—sporting jeans, breeches, cowgirl shirts, dressage saddles, western saddles, martingales, eventing helmets—you name it, you will see it at our barn. No matter what kind of horse we ride or what kind of gear we or our horses are wearing, we are all OUT THERE HAVING FUN TOGETHER. That’s what it’s all about folks. 
So, get out and ride, socialize, EAT (we are Rusties, after all)….but do it all safely and WITH HELMETS ON! 

Giddyup!!      

Geri                               
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RSRC JUDGED TRAIL RIDE 
The Judged Trail Ride is being held on Saturday, May 16th at Sandy Point State Park. There will be 10 judged obstacles through approximately 10 miles of trails. Rain date is May 17th.  Pre-registration closes May 12th, so sign up as soon as you can. The cost is $25 for Judged riders, with pre-registration; $20. for Non-Judged riders. There will be a $5. late registration fee to register on the day of the ride. The registration form is on our website www.rustystirrups.com  so get your completed form and payment to Rusty Stirrups Riding Club, 6001 Dugout Terrace, Mechanicsville, VA 23111. Each rider has to complete a separate form. Include a current Coggins with your entries—all horses must have a negative Coggins on the date of the ride. No stallions please!! Volunteers are still needed, so if you can spare some time, please contact Cindie Willoughby at c.willoughby@comcast.net to offer your assistance. Judged riders must be on course between 9:00 and 11:00 AM to be eligible for awards. 

Our Upcoming Rally Vision
I actually hadn’t planned on attending the camping demonstration in Beaverdam last month.  I was supposed to be running around with my hair on fire at the Calais Horse Trials.  But we had been to the Virginia Horse Center the weekend before and my horse, William Patrick, had developed a full blown cold a couple of days later.  Deep cough, gunk from the nostrils, real low energy—in other words he was on good behavior.  So with him convalescing and taking his SMZ pills, my wife Kelley and I wandered down.

Vet Mike Stanford’s lecture was already in progress inside the Legion Hall, so rather than interrupt we spent our time going through the outside exhibits—besides, that’s where the hamburgers were (I’m sure I will see Mike and his wife again at a Dressage Show soon anyway).  I was impressed by all that I saw.  Whether cooking ware, different methods for keeping my horse safe when not riding, or those gentle bare necessities of life (Deb!) I was enthralled by the innovations.  There are so many ways to have fun with horses, and thanks to those who made it possible to share with us one that I have been absent from for quite a while.  

Those “many ways to have fun with horses” thoughts got our minds thinking about this year’s Rusty Stirrups Rally.  As you know, Kelley and I have agreed to chair it this year and have some thoughts we would like to share for those that didn’t make the April membership meeting.  I guess our theme would be “Having fun with horses that you can’t typically get to do”.

“Fun” to us is getting to play rather than standing at the rail.  Be looking for more group classes so all can be getting more active saddle time (rather than using our horse as a lawn chair most of the time to watch).  And in order to help you plan your day better we will do walk- trot in the morning and walk-trot-canter in the afternoon.  Hopefully this will also cut down on your respective standing around.  

“Fun” is also light-hearted.  Years ago I boarded at a barn which was part of a nature preserve shared by a number of facilities.  Skip and I had been caught in a pretty good storm and stopped in at the central riding center for cover.  Given the iffy weather, I didn’t expect anyone to be there.  As we approached I could see the arena and jumps the wind had overturned.  A couple of inches of water covered everything.  But I also noted the parking lot was full of cars.  There was a lot of noise coming from the small indoor—enough to be heard over the driving rain on the metal roofs.  Inside were a half dozen screaming teenagers, all riding dead-broke schooling ponies, playing polo with a grammar school red rubber ball and brooms for polo mallets.  A couple of cavalletti put end to end in a “V” shape, served as a goal.  

As great a time as they were having, ruckuses like that were very “few and far between” type things for them.  Those girls had shows to train for, lessons to take and teach, spirited horses that needed to be settled down into schooling mounts, etc. that normally took precedence over such nonsense.  But that day, no one really cared about winning or losing.  Instead a yucky waste of a day was turned into a memory I can’t help but think that nearly two decades later they still carry with them.  We all have a serious side to our horses that we do throughout the year, but some light-hearted games would be a great way for us to build some camaraderie with each other on Rally day.

The “can’t typically get to do” part of our vision means we won’t be doing as many horse events that have well established other venues to do them—especially if they are “one at a time” activities like dressage and jumping.  There are dressage shows from schooling level at local farms to recognized USDF events every weekend (and multiple in some weekends) all year long.  Be it eventing, a combined test, or “hunters over fences” jumping activities are also very popular throughout Virginia.  Contact me if you are thinking about getting started in these and think I can be of assistance.  But for the Rally look for group game type of activities.  An exception would be the trail classes that have remained extremely popular through the years.

We are trying hard to find a nearby venue that has some trails in addition to the riding ring.  This will allow us to play some other games such as a paper-chase or mounted scavenger hunt.  If you are a walk-trot rider, play some arena games in the morning and enjoy the trails after lunch.  If you want to do a canter pleasure class, warm-up in the great outdoors and see how many items you can find.

Finally, the Rally is a social, festive type of occasion.  Lunch will be an idea time to mix with some non-mounted picnic type games.  Perhaps horse shoes with real horse shoes, random bridle in a bag assembly, bean bag tosses, etc.—you get the idea and other suggestions are appreciated.  We’re a big club and it’s hard to know everyone given our diverse interests.  Rest assured, we all love horses.  Don’t think of lunch just as a time to eat—it’s a networking opportunity so talk to each other.  You may find a new trail riding buddy that is available during the week, a chance to ride in a make of saddle you have been curious to try, etc.  It’s a big reason we join clubs.  

So that’s our broad Rally vision—truly, pony club for adults.  Be it show, trail, or camp, we all do our favorite things all the time.  For just one day a year let’s get to know one another better and do some fun, light-hearted things with our horses that normally we wouldn’t be able to do even if we wanted to.  We’ll need your help ironing out the details.  As thoughts come to you, don’t be shy about expressing them to muckbucket@hughes.net.   And know that we will need help along the way, and I’m sure you will rise to the challenge.  
Comments appreciated: muckbucket@hughes.net
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Awesome plans Charles! Thanks again to you and Kelley for stepping up to chair the Rally. Way to volunteer!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 [image: image4.wmf]                                                                                                                         UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 2009


3 Day Workshop on Equine Hoof Care
When: May 1-3
Where: Seldom Rest Farm, Richmond
More information: Flyer
Tri State Riding Club Confidence Building Obstacle Clinic
When: May 2
Website: http://www.tristaterc.org
Phone: 540-751-1319

Brookhill Farm CT And Dressage Show:
When: May 2
Where: Brookhill Farm, Charlottesville
Website: http://www.vahorsetrials.com/pages/bh_spr.htm
Dressage Clinic with Catherine Sutton in indoor arena
When: May 2
Where: Oakdale Farm, Powhatan
Website: http://www.oakdalehorsefarm.com
Hidden Haven Hunter Show
When: May 3
Where: Hidden Haven, Mechanicsville
Website: http://www.hdnhvn.com
Blue Ridge Games Clinic/ Pairs Competition
When: May 9-10
Where: American Legion Show Grounds, Timberville
Email: kristashine@hotmaol.com
Phone: 40-226-4902
More information: Flyer  Entry Form
Reedy Creek Hunter Pace and Trail Ride
When: May 10
Where: Reedy Creek Farm, McKenney
More information: Reedy_Creek_May_10_2009_hunter_pace_trail_ride.pdf
Central VA Show Jumping Association Show
When: May 10
Where: Manakin Sabot
Website: http://www.cvsja.com
Clinton Anderson Clinic
When: May 16
Where: Campbell Springs Farm, Chesterfield
Website: http://www.campbellspringsfarm.com
Coventry Farm Hunter Show
When: May 16
Where: Coventry Farm, Ashland
Website: http://www.coventryfarm.com
Dressage and CT Schooling Show
When: May 16
Where: Touch Point Farm, Culpeper
Website: http://users.erols.com/touchpointfarm.com
VADAF Dressage Schooling Show
When: May 17
Where: Touch Point Farm, Culpeper
Website: http://users.erols.com/touchpointfarm.com
Dressage Schooling Show
When: May 17
Where: Chestnut Oak Stables, Doswell
Website: http://www.chestnutoak.net
Dressage Clinic with Catherine Sutton in indoor arena
When: May 17
Where: Oakdale Farm, Powhatan
Website: http://www.oakdalehorsefarm.com

Montebello Trail Ride
When: May 22-24th
Email: MontebelloTrailRide@yahoo.com
Phone: 540-377-2019

Fort Valley Ranch Trail Ride
When: May 22-25
Where: Fort Valley Ranch, Fort Valley
Website: http://www.fortvalleystable.com
Central VA Show Jumping Association Show
When: May 24
Where: Manakin Sabot
Website: http://www.cvsja.com
Deep Run Spring Show
When: May 30-31
Where: Deep Run, Manakin Sabot
Email: anne.tucker3@gte.net
VA Horse Council and VQHA Trail Ride
When: May 31
Where: Stratford Hall Plantation, Stratford Hall
More information: Flyer
TIP OF THE MONTH 
I came across this reprinted article recently and thought it was worth mentioning. The spring and summer bring thunderstorms and some come up suddenly. This is something to keep in mind.
How to Ride Out a Storm

Learn how you and your horse can beat bad weather and ride out a storm.

By Christine Barakat

It may be sunny and clear when you head out on the trail, but storms can sneak up on you when you're far from the barn. Here's how to handle four sudden and serious changes in the weather.

Heavy Rain

Continue to ride toward home. Your horse is well equipped to cope with a downpour and will be able to see. You'll both get drenched, but moving will help you to stay warm. If your trip takes you across water, be very cautious about wading into a flooded, fast-moving creek or stream.

Lightning
Seek refuge in a barn or other sturdy shelter until the storm passes. If that's not an option, take cover in a dry area where you are not the tallest object in the vicinity. Consider, for instance, a grove of evergreen trees. If you're in an open field, keep moving until you're near something that's taller than you are. Whatever you do, stay away from water, which conducts lightning. If the storm so spooks your horse that he is likely to injure himself or you--- let him go.

Strong Wind
Get out into open space, clear of trees and structures that could blow down and injure you. Your horse will turn his hindquarters toward the wind to protect himself from airborne dust and debris; follow his lead. If you dismount, let your horse orient himself, then stand in front of his chest so he acts as a windbreak.

Hail
Look for any type of shelter you can find to protect you and your horse from a painful pelting. If none can be found, and your horse is calm, position yourself under his neck. If, however, he's agitated to the point of being dangerous, let him find his own shelter while you hunker down on the side of a hill away from the wind and cover your head and neck with your arms.

This article originally appeared in the August 2006 issue of EQUUS magazine.    
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ON THE TRAILS…….

North American Trail Ride Conference Judge Jim Ferris offered some “do’s and don’ts” to help make your ride safe and pleasant, if you are the Trail Leader. Since we have a monthly trail ride, I thought this might be a good thing to share. Every ride should have a sensible trail leader. So for all you leaders, here goes……

· DON’T assume every rider—or horse—in the group is comfortable with changes of gait. Before you head out, determine which gait is acceptable to everyone on the ride. And once you initiate a gait change, continuously check (by sight and voice) that everyone is doing okay. If the pace is too fast for anyone, slow down.

· DO establish a method for downward transitions. Horses can pile into each other during unannounced slowing or stops—just like a cartoon—but not so funny when it happens in real life. Use a hand signal or your voice to convey your intentions to the rider behind you. That rider should, in turn, relay the message to the rider behind him or her, and so forth. When the last rider gets the signal, she slows first, then the second-to-last rider, and on through the group. As the leader, you’ll slow last.

· DON’T lope or gallop in a group on the trail. Fast gaits end to “hype up” horses, which, in turn, can cause serious problems that even an experienced rider may find difficult or dangerous. All it takes is for one horse to act up at a fast pace, and the whole group can get out of hand.

· DO look for changes in the trail and terrain. Increase following distances when traveling down a heavily wooded trail, so branches swept aside by one rider don’t hit the next horse and rider. Keep to a safe pace over tricky footing and on difficult trails. 

· DO keep a sharp eye for upcoming obstacles, and warn others. If you must duck to avoid low branches, warn the other riders to be ready to duck too. If you spot a hoof-sized hole in the trail, make sure the other riders see it too. Just as your horse will be more vigilant in the lead, it’s your job to scan for any hazards and warn the group.

· DO trade positions within the group. Each member of the group will benefit from taking the positions of lead horse, middle horse and last horse in turn. 

· DON’T allow slow-moving horses to fall too far behind the group. If they do, they may become anxious, and even resort to rearing or bucking. Moreover, it’s not wise for riders of slow movers to make a practice of trotting up behind the group to catch up. This can startle or stir up the other horses in the group. Best to keep the group at a pace that’s comfortable for everyone.

Jim Ferris, an Australian native, makes his home in Morgan Hill, CA with his six Arabians. A veteran of NATRC events, he serves on the association’s national board of directors, and holds a NATRC horsemanship judge’s card 
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With this issue, I am beginning a new feature. It seems we always have news to pass along….good OR bad. If you know of anyone who has been injured, is sick, had a new baby/grandchild, lost a family member, has a new foal, won a prize/ribbon---ANYTHING newsworthy----please send the information to me at ghollander@markelcorp.com and we will include it in the newsletter. For those of you who aren’t aware, the Club has a Sunshine Committee (aka, Sue Carrieri) and we send cards out when appropriate. I encourage you to share news with us so we can pass it along to our membership. For this month, I offer the following:

Patty Michalak took a bad fall on April 19th at the Virginia Appaloosa Club Judged Trail Ride. Her stirrup broke and her horse Justin freaked out a bit. She fell onto her right side, which is badly bruised. No breaks but Patty was laid up for a few days. On a much happier note, however, Patty’s mare Maddie, gave birth to a lovely buckskin baby girl on 4/27/09. She is known as “Sunrise Surprise”…..but is being called “Buttabean”….or “Boomer” (Boomerang)…depending upon who you ask!!! 
Dawn Magnone got a blue ribbon in her age category at the Virginia Appaloosa Club Judged Pleasure Ride on 4/19!

Debbie Bader also took a first place-same event.

Allyn Linas got two third place ribbons (novice horse/novice rider)-same event!

Graves Mountain Cowboy Challenge is a series of 6 judged events, held the third Saturday of every month from April through October in Syria, VA. The first challenge was held on April 18th. Debbie Bader took 2nd place with 98 points and Roberta Young took 4th place with 94 points. For anyone interested, you can check out their website at www.gravesmountain.com 
Ellen Miles and Debby Clark won the Hilltopper division at Colonial Foxhounds Hunter Pace on 4/25/09. Check out these happy women!!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF YOU WHO WON, PLACED AND PARTICIPATED!! 

[image: image9.wmf]  DEALING WITH A TRAILER ACCIDENT
I saw this article on thehorse.com recently. It was reprinted from May 11, 2005 and was written by Michael Ball, DVM. I thought it had some great information, so I am reprinting it here. I hope none of us ever has an accident, but this could give you some valuable hints on what to do/not to do.

	Dealing with a Trailer Accident

	by: Michael Ball, DVM

	May 11 2005 Article # 5746


Having an accident with a van or trailer carrying a horse is a nightmare. Always do everything in your power to prevent a vehicle accident with horses on board (or anytime for that matter). If you are uncomfortable with the trailer rig or the size of a van, seek out the tutelage of an experienced driver. Put in practice time driving your truck and trailer combination before your first equine passenger goes along on a trip. Remember to pay attention to the weather conditions--especially if you are preparing for a long journey.

Probably one of the biggest mistakes people make is to drive the van or trailer like a car. Remember that with all the extra weight, everything is increased (i.e., stopping distance, the number of car lengths you should be behind the vehicle in front of you, turning ratios, etc.). Your reaction time must be good, but don’t slam on the brakes if you can avoid it! Being safe means no map reading, no eating a fast food meal sprawled out across your lap, and NO calling on the cellular phone while you are driving. Remember, there is a 30% greater chance of being in an accident if you are driving and cell phoning at the same time. If you do not have a co-pilot to help with these things, pull over and stop before you pause to read the map, eat the snack, or make the call.

The extra weight of the trailer or van means the stopping distance could double. You should increase the space between your vehicle and the one you are following by one car-length for every speed increase of ten miles an hour. Be aware of approaching tractor-trailers; when they pass you the air currents will tend to push the vehicles apart. You should be ready to compensate for this. Try and watch what the cars are doing as far ahead as your line of sight will allow--if you see a brake light come on, decrease your speed--even if the vehicle immediately in front of you doesn't slow down right away. The driver of the car up front might not be as aware of what’s going on as you are!).

Always watch for sharp curves and traffic getting on and off ramps--remember, any sudden moves you make will bounce your precious cargo around. If you do have to slow down fast, it generally is better to do it in a straight line rather than around a curve. In other words, if approaching a curve too fast, it is better to brake hard in a straight line and then enter the curve more gently than to brake hard while in the curve.

Also remember all the safety items. If your trailer has brakes make sure they work and are adjusted appropriately. Make sure that all the trailer lights are working and that there are enough of them on the back--this can help reduce the chance of a rear end collision. Also make sure that you have an approved fire extinguisher.

If an accident does occur, it will be very important to get aid as quickly as possible. The presence of a cellular phone or a CB radio plays an important role here. Remember that not all parts of the countryside have cellular service, so a CB radio is a good back-up. Pay attention to the road signs and know what cell phone number will get you directly to the state police. Truckers and other road warriors use CB channel 19 while many emergency agencies and the state police often monitor CB channel 9. Make sure that whoever you end up talking to knows that you have (or might have) injured horses and that a veterinarian is also requested.

Immediately after the accident, if the trailer or van is upright and the horses can be safely accessed, you will want to evaluate them and apply any first aid that might be required. Be extremely careful opening any door on the vehicle (even the little tack compartment or escape doors designed for people, not horses). If a horse has broken loose from its ties during the accident, it could be free in the trailer and if it is panicked enough, it will attempt to jump out of any escape route possible. You DO NOT want to unload the horses on the highway. There have been many sad reports where a frightened horse has survived the first accident, only to break lose from its handler and run into oncoming traffic, causing both horse and human fatalities. If there is no danger of fire from a ruptured gas tank, wait to unload the horses until the police arrive and can supervise and stop traffic if it is necessary to unload a horse.

Hopefully, if the situation involves a fire, you will have a fire extinguisher and enough people will stop to assist so there will be no need to unload on the side of the highway until it is safe to do so.

If the trailer or van is overturned, you should NOT attempt to rescue any trapped horses until safety crews appear on the scene to provide help and advice. The inside of a vehicle with a trapped horse is an extremely dangerous place. In addition, the emergency crews should have the appropriate equipment to "extract" the horse safely.

Depending on the animals' injuries, the safest way (for the people and the horses) to extract them might be for a veterinarian to place them under anesthesia for the removal process. If possible, a veterinarian should work with the police and rescue personnel to develop a plan of action. Oddly enough, many horses lay down rather quietly while trapped, only struggling intermittently, while their rescue is organized. Remember, the most important things are to get emergency help immediately and not make the situation more dangerous by making rash errors of judgment.

Editor's Note: This excerpt is from Understanding Equine First Aid by Michael Ball, DVM. The book is available from www.ExclusivelyEquine.com.
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Our next regular meeting is on May 19th at the Markel Plaza Building at 4600 Cox Rd. in Innsbrook at 7PM. The speaker will be farrier Ben Pittman, who will talk about hoof care and maintenance.  We hope to see you there.    
Well that’s it for another edition of the Poop Scoop. I know this one was a bit long, but there are lots of things to report that seemed worthwhile. If you have any news for future editions, please feel free to send them to me at ghollander@markelcorp.com  If you would like to write an article for the Poop Scoop, we are always looking for contributors. 

I will end this edition with a picture from Timmy’s 9th birthday party on 4/26/09. I know this puts me in the “certifiable” category, but having horses sometimes does that to you! By the way, no alcohol was involved!!!!!!!!
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