RSRC Membership Meeting Minutes

02/19/2011

Submitted by Theresa Thomas, Secretary

The meeting was held at the Rockville Public Library and was called to order by President Ellen Miles at 7:09 PM

Ellen asked for a motion to accept January’s meeting minutes, motion was made, Cathy Denton seconded the motion. 

Ellen welcomed new members & guests. 

Treasurer’s report by Sue Haubenstock – we have a $4,302.99 balance.

Membership report by Debbie Clark: we had 45 members before the meeting and now have a total of 52 members.   

Trail rides: Ellen advised the 1st Trail ride of the year was held at Pocahontas State Park and was Great! 

Trail Committee report: Debbie Bader reported that Michelle has set the trail ride schedule for the entire year! Michelle also put directions for each venue on the website.  Ann contacted Pocahontas and got permission for the entire year and added the Pocahontas emergency number to the website.  

The Events Page has a sub-page with further details.
Also, a warning to the membership: Rangers will now actively check coggins & you can be charged with a class 1 misdemeanor if you are unable to produce your negative coggins.

Rally update from Allyn, Marilyn, Lisa & Wanda:

This year’s theme is “The Road to the Rally”.  Everything we do this year is in preparation for the Rally, which is SUN, NOV 6.

Allyn explained what the Rally is: a fun day designed for all club members, all riding disciplines. A day we can try something new, step out of our comfort zone, with the support of all our club friends.

Lisa has set up the classes.  There will be divisions for levels of riders so the newer riders don’t compete against the more accomplished riders.  There will be walk, W/T & W/T/C classes, English, Western & gaited will be allowed to compete (no one will be left out). Flat classes, dressage classes, an Obstacle class (in place of the tradition trail class), Games classes for W/T & W/T/C.  There will be no entry fees – casual attire - and lunch will be provided by the 4 H club – Rocky Ridge Riders.  The Rally is for club members Only.  

There will be a new class – Mentor/Mentee class for those people participating in our Mentorship program.

Survey Discussion:  Ellen advised she has reviewed the “interest survey” forms and found there was little interest in a gymkhana, no interest in the Prix-Caprilli.  There was enough interest in Reigning that we have booked Doug Minton as our speaker for our April meeting – he will be doing a demo at his farm.  And from the surveys there was enough interest in nutrition that our March speaker will discuss feed.  

New Business:

Proposed Budget based on 88 members. Budgeted to include a Fund Raiser, Christmas party, 3 socials, awards & ribbons, Sunshine Club, and the $100 needed to pay for a Porta Potty at the Obstacle Clinic.  

Tara Dean made a motion to accept the proposed budget and Cathy Denton seconded. 

Discussed need for sponsors on our website. Patty asked if any interest in holding a Sponsor Drive, but no one spoke up.  Patty advised it is $25 for an ad on our website and asked if anyone had ideas to get a sponsor.  

Set-A-goal Program:

Cathy Denton advised about 1/3 of the club participated in the Set-A-goal Program last year.  Discussed forms to fill out and advised you need a friend/sponsor to document your achievement. 

Upcoming Events:

Side Saddle demo in June by Janet 

Summer social pool party  – JUL 20 – at Wanda’s

Ratings Day:

Must be rated to join any club rides. Our Ratings Coordinator, Emily, has set up FEB 26 for a Ratings Day. To be held at Paula’s.  New members can get their rating, and other members can rate up. 

FEB 27 – Hunter Lesson

MAR 5 – Horsemanship clinic – Full

MAR 5 – Dressage lesson

Motion to Adjourn by Tara Dean, seconded by Wanda at 8pm   

Our Speakers were from the Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation – Karen Ryan & Jessica Bower (??) – Gave a wonderful presentation on what they do, what they are all about – and what they need to keep going. 
They were very excited & appreciative of the equipment drive arranged by the club. There was a lot of interest by the club members in doing a tour of TRF.  Something to look forward to! 

