 Minutes for
September Membership Meeting
9/21/2011

Submitted by Theresa Thomas, Secretary

The September membership meeting was held at Springfield Farms.

The meeting was called to order by President, Ellen Miles at 7:00 PM.  Ellen called for a motion to accept the August minutes. Janet B. motioned to accept the September meeting’s minutes -  the motion was seconded by Tara and no one opposed the motion. 
Ellen welcomed our new members & guests.

Treasurer’s Report by Susie Haubenstock - $5,235.99 current balance.  
Membership report by Debbie Clarke – we currently have 83 members.   

Trail Committee report by Michelle Aquilino – SEP 24 is the next club ride, held at the new park in Albermarle  - Preddy Creek, near Charlottesville.   Depending on the rain fall Friday – Michelle will determine if the ride can proceed.   
October club ride will be the USERL ride at Millstone – OCT 16. 

Western Lesson has been postponed – 

SEP 25 is a dressage lesson


OCT 25 is Fix A Test – contact Kelly Wendt 

Ellen advised the club needs to provide a Constitution to get our tax exempt status back.  Treasurer, Susie Haubenstock has written a Constitution which Ellen emailed to the club for review.  Ellen asked for feedback on accepting the Constitution as written.  Tara Dean made a motion to accept the Constitution.  Cindie Willoughby seconded the motion. No one opposed the motion and the Constitution was accepted.

Susie advised it will cost the club $100 (not the expected $400) to re-file for non-profit status.  (Charles & Kelly Wendt advised of a loop hole to the previously stated $400).  

Susie Haubenstock made the motion that the by-laws be amended to state “the Treasurer Must file tax post card electronically (regular not-for-profit 990 postcard)”. This is to avoid losing our tax exempt status in the future.  There was some discussion on the benefits of this motion & the difficulties of amending the by-laws.  Lynn Llewellyn then seconded the motion to make this change to the by-laws.  Cindie Willoughby nominated Susie to write the new wording for the by-laws.  The membership will vote on the new by-laws at the Christmas party/meeting.  A sheet will be provided at the party & the membership will be asked to sign their approval/vote before the new by-laws can be accepted.   

Rally committee report by Allyn Linas  – everything is in order for the Rally to be held NOV 6 at Summer Hill Stable in Powhatan.   Paula & Allyn have visited the venue.  Classes will run in the morning, break for lunch then games in the afternoon.  Registration Forms & waiver will be on the website. Rally Committee requests & would appreciate Pre-Registration.  Last minute registration will be accepted the morning of the Rally – by 8am.  Games add-ons will be accepted at 12:30pm  

Subject of liquor at the Rally was brought up. After some discussion it was decided no alcohol will be allowed.    Rain date is the flowing Sunday.   Gray Dog will take photos at the Rally.  

Christmas Party Report by Gail Talley – DEC 3 is the tentative date, held at Wellesley Club House again.  Hunting Hawk was ruled out for several reasons.  No bathroom close to the outdoor Pavilion where party would be held – food more expensive & there would be less of it.   There will be a silent auction at the party.  One of the items up for bid is a 15 x 20 painting of your horse (horse only – no people) by Susie Haubenstock’s husband.  (His work is fabulous!)

Ashland Holiday Parade report, by Gail Talley – parade is NOV 20 – Sunday before Thanksgiving.  Gail is trying to get us towards the far front so there will be less standing around.  A sign-up sheet was passed around for riders & walking volunteers.  

Sign-up sheet also passed around for Sweatshirt orders. Discussed different color options other than the official “rusty” color, specifically Green &/or Red for the parade. 
Nominating Committee – Ellen Miles & Gail Talley – asked if anyone else was interested in being on the committee as no one jumped at the idea, the committee stands at Ellen & Gail.  Ellen handed out job descriptions of the Board Positions & discussed some of the duties as well as the fun times.  Anyone who is interested in being on the board – or who wants to nominate someone, speak with Ellen or Gail.  Final nominations will be advised at the November meeting – will be finalized at the December meeting by a membership vote.  

Cindie Willoughby requested pictures of our animals – horses, dogs, cats – any animals, but just animals – no people.  She is working on another fabulous slide show project for our Christmas Party.  
 The motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Tara Dean & seconded by Janet Brown.  Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM.
A demonstration of Horse Massage was then conducted outside in the arena by Equine Massage Therapist Katie King.

